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THE ALEXANDER TURNBULL LIBRARY 


The Alexander Turnbull Library, situated at Bowen Street, Wellington, is a State 
reference library which owes its origin to the bequest in 1918 of the private collection 
of Alexander Horsburgh Turnbull. This was the superb achievement of thirty years’ 
assiduous but careful collecting by a man of means and discernment. Turnbull was 
born in Wellington in 1868, and spent his life here, except for the few years of his educa- 
tion at Dulwich College, London, in the “‘eighties.”” From his father and uncle he 
inherited a substantial fortune with a prosperous mercantile business. Both were laid 
under heavy tribute in the development of his library, but the result has proved the 
justification. 

The original collection numbered about 55,000 volumes, as well as many manu- 
scripts, pictures, prints, maps, and documents. Thousands of books had been superbly 
bound by the great masters of the craft, and the general condition of all books was 
extremely good. The library still occupies the house which was built for it, and which 
was purchased by the Government on the owner’s death. In the intervening years it 
has grown to nearly 100,000 volumes. 

The Internal Affairs Department administers the library, which has a staff of 
fourteen, including two caretakers, and also provides funds for book purchase, binding, 
maintenance, &c. Reading privileges are free, but students using research material 
are required to furnish credentials. By the terms of Mr. Turnbull’s will, the library’s 
resources are for reference only, and may not leave the premises. 

The library is essentially specialized in character, its collections falling under two 
broad heads, which may conveniently be called Pacific and non-Pacific. Thus its scope 
cannot be compared with that of a general library: subjects most noticeably. absent 
are philosophy, sociology, science, applied arts, and technology, though these find 
representation in the Pacific section. This is, incidentally, separately catalogued and 
separately located in the building. Detail of these sections follows :— 

The Pacific Collection.—This includes New Zealand (which receives Sustinulat 
attention), Australia, Polynesia, Melanesia, Micronesia, Indonesia, and Malaysia. Of 
these, Australia, Malaysia, and Indonesia are covered well but not exhaustively, but 
material on the Oceanic Islands is gathered as fully as possible. 

A strong collection of books of early voyaging is the foundation here, and many 
rare and precious volumes are shelved. To mention a few will indicate their excellence. 
The great collected editions of Hakluyt 1599-1600, Linschoten 1598, De Bry (88 volumes) 
1590-1634, Thévenoe 1363-96, Callender 1766-68, and the long series of the Linschoten 
Society and the Hakluyt Society, are some of the best-known names. Of individual 
voyages, the earliest printed account of almost every one of note since Magellan 
(printed 1523) finds a place. Editions of De Quiros 1617, Schouten and Le Maire 1619, 
and all that are important in the history of Australia and Oceania are here. The 
literature on Captain James Cook is extensive and is present in a fairly exhaustive 
gathering of the printed matter; in addition, there are MSS. that are detailed later. 

As with voyaging, so with other discovery and exploration, wherein the range of 
books is well rounded. Inevitably such studies treat of the Native peoples of the. Pacific, 
and this has been stressed with strong holdings on ethnology and linguistics of the area. 
This latter has led to a collection of over 6,000 volumes in all the Native languages 
(totalling over 400) of the Pacific. 

But voyaging led Alexander Turnbull to give attention to ships and shipping, a 
favourite subject for a keen yachtsman. The present showing makes a valuable and 
representative unit. Logically, it led to the adjacent realm of naval lore and history, 
which have comparable fullness. A large collection of photographs and pictures of 
mercantile ships is a useful adjunct here. é 

Another aspect of the exploration material was on the Antarctic. This was aigead 
a good group when it was lifted to eminence by the bequest in 1936 of the library of 
Sir Joseph Kinsey, New Zealand agent for Scott’s and Shackleton’s expeditions to the 
South Pole. This included a certain quantity of manuscript letters, association books, 
and other material. 

The sections on fine arts and literature are especially good, and the former is supple- 
mented by a large number of original water-colours, sketches, etchings, &c., while the 
latter shows notable completeness in poetry by the writers of the region. The collection 
of fiction was sufficiently complete to be the principal basis for Miss E. M. Smith’s 
‘** History of New Zealand Fiction,” published in 1939. 
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LOVE IN A DREAM,” PRINTED IN 1499 By ALDUS OF VENICE, AND 
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OF THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY. 
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The history department tends to receive development in consonance with so popular 
a study, and this is an eminently satisfactory collection, as well for its primary as for its 
secondary resources. An offshoot of this has been a collection devoted to the war, 
1914-18; and a similar group is evolving from the more recent struggle. 

But printed books, while essential to the adequacy of the library, do not alone give 
it distinction in the fields of New Zealand and Pacific research. This is provided by the 
substantial holdings of manuscripts. These naturally are predominant in New Zealand 
documents, but many volumes of importance to Pacific history are in the catalogue. 
Such are, for instance, Captain James Cook’s log of the “ Kagle,”’ 1755-56, when he was 
in naval service before the voyage of exploration; the log of Lieutenant Hicks, an 
extremely well-kept record of the first voyage; logs of Wales and Bayly, astronomers on 
the seeond and third voyages; the journal of Gallego, master pilot on Mendaria’s voyage 
of 1565, when he discovered the Solomon Islands; the journal ot Antoneli of his 
exploration of the coast of South America in 1608. These last two have been published 
as volumes of the Hakluyt Society, and Hicks’s log was reproduced in facsimile in 
McNab’s ‘‘ Historical Records of New Zealand.” . my 

But in this brief space only examples can be cited. It is likely to be useful to readers, 
however, to know something of the scope of the New Zealand MSS. 

The principal groups for convenience can be identified by the name of the writer. 
It is to be understood that these groups are apart from the otherwise unrelated individual 
volumes or series of MSS. that are fully catalogued. The following, therefore, are not yet 
fully recorded :— ™ 

ELSDON BEST MSS.—Much of this has been drawn on for publication, but a con- 
siderable amount yet requires study. It would be of value only to a very experienced 
student of Maori ethnology. 

JOHN WHITE MSS.—Letters and notes throwing light on the methods of the author 
of the classic ‘“‘ Ancient History of the Maori.” 

MANTELL MSS.—As Native Minister, Mantell’s opportunities for observation were 
excellent and his journals and letters are a rich mine of material, especially on Maori-land 
matters. 4 

WILLIAMS MSS.—This large and illustrious family is closely associated with early 
events in New Zealand, and letters cover the period from 1835 to 1890 written by several 
members of the family. 


STAFFORD PAPERS.—These are not considerable, but they shed light on the 
background of his ministry. 

McNAB PAPERS.—These comprise mainly material upon which McNab drew for 
his ** Historical Records,”’ &c. 

SMALLER COLLECTIONS.—Ballance, Stout, Tinline, Bradey, Percy, and Buick. 
These are of varying quality and may yield useful detail. 

McLEAN PAPERS.—This is relatively a very large group, which embraces a number 
of other lesser ones. It is extremely good in quality and wide in scope, and constitutes 
probably the richest single group of the private records of an eminent man so far in any 
institution in New Zealand. ° 

In addition to these, great quantities of MSS. especially of early missionaries have 
been borrowed and copied into typescript, which has been bound and generally indexed. 
Thus the original material of all kinds is fairly extensive, and generally of a high level of 
quality. 

The resources of the library are catalogued and indexed in many ways. Separate 
catalogues or indexes are available as follows :— 


Maps. Handwritings. 

MSS. Bindings. 

Letters. Association books. 

Portraits. Bookplates. 

South Seas languages. Books before 1640. 

Maori language. Periodicals. 

Art material. Chronological book list before 1800. 


Booksellers’ catalogues in books. 


In addition, many important printed books and periodicals are the subject of special 
indexes, so that the fullest approach to material is possible. 

While, obviously, it is necessary for students to consult the resources on the spot, 
the library is willing to do a certain amount of research for people at a distance, and, 
indeed, a great deal of this kind of service is rendered by correspondence, particularly 
through other libraries. 
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Non-Pacific Section.—This might be described as consisting of a number of collections, 
each fairly representative in itself, even sometimes near completion in significant works. 
The first considerable field is that of English literature, with emphasis upon English 
poetry, drama, and the stage. And head and shoulders above the rest is the Milton 
collection, rich in first editions and others down the years, rich in studies, biographical 
and critical works, and quite strong in influencing and contemporary books. It is a 
collection that is added to as far as possible to-day, and its value lies not only in its 
specific wealth, but for the mass of material that reflects the genius of seventeenth century 
England. 

Good collections gather about the names of Robert and Elizabeth Browning, Swin- 
burne, William Morris, Defoe and ‘ Crusoniana,’”’ Thackeray, Kipling, Samuel (Erewhon) 
Butler, Shakespeare, and the Shakespeare-Bacon controversy. Scottish literature is 
particularly full; there are fine sets of important literary periodicals—Hnglish Literary 
History, the Edinburgh Review, the Annual Register, Scots Magazine, the Retrospective 
Review, the Review of English Studies, the Publications of the Modern Language Association 
of America, and Modern Language Review are titles at random. The letter files list 
correspondence from scores of notable literary and historical figures, and here and there 
are other manuscripts of varying significance, many yet to be studied. 

Supporting these groups are works of biography referring to most of the figures whose 
works are shelved. And here it may be stressed that a constant objective is to maintain 
homogeneity in the collections, that works outside the usual scope may be excluded, and 
reasonable development accorded to the rest. 

The book itself is the subject of many books in the library. The history of written 
and printed records, the study of paper, binding, illustrating, are well covered, and good 
and often famous examples of most aspects of the subject are to be found. The collection 
of fifteenth-century books is small but choice—there are examples of medieval manuscript, 
books from famous presses such as those of Stephanus, Plantin, Aldus, Elzevir, Koberger, 
Ratdoldt, Baskerville, Bulmer down to the Ashendene, Kelmscott, Merrymount, Golden 
Cockerel, Doves, and Nonesuch. The Wood collection of illustrations and illustrated 
books of the “ sixties’ is the most specialized among such, but significant examples 
from most periods of the printing era, and by famous illustrators, were part of the 
original bequest. 

This section bears some relationship to that devoted to art, which is an extremely 
choice and useful small collection of about 2,000 volumes. 


Mention has been made, in describing the Pacific collection, of the naval and shipping 
section, but this is continued in the general collection. 

It contains a well-rounded assembly of standard and often rare works, supplemented 
with important serials such as the Naval Records Society publications, the Mariner’s 
Mirror, the Naval Chronicle, &c. 

The history section is not of particular strength, except where it blends with the 
rest of the library. It has good groups, however, in early chronicles, in Scottish and Irish 
history up till last century, in Canadian and West Indies history for the early period, in 
Italian statecraft of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, and in the war of 1914-18. 

. Bequests and Gifts.—These have been the source of many individual volumes and 
groups up to considerable libraries. Of the latter, the following are important :— 


KINSEY COLLECTION, gifted in 1936, was gathered by Sir Joseph Kinsey, and in 
15,000 volumes has specialization in New Zealand material, Antarctica, English literature 
(notably Butler), art, and general reference. 


MANTELL COLLECTION, presented in 1927, contained about 1,000 volumes, 
many hundreds of MS. letters and journals, &c., and many rare books in literature. 
Under each of these heads are items of extreme importance, and the collection added the 
greatest distinction to the holdings of the library. 


TRIMBLE COLLECTIONS.—Mr. M. Trimble, of Masterton, presented about 
200 volumes of Italian statecraft, with emphasis upon Machiavelli, many of contemporary 
date. Miss Nora Trimble presented the 1,200-volume collection of her father, Colonel 
Robert Trimble, of Inglewood. This consisted mainly of Irish history and literature, but 
contained many works of wider interest and importance. 


ATKINSON COLLECTION.—One quarter (about 1,000 volumes) of A. R. Atkinson’s 
library was bequeathed to the Turnbull Library in 1935, adding strength to the shelves 
of English and classical literature. 

HENRY WRIGHT COLLECTION.—This was bequeathed in 1936, and brought 
about 800 volumes on comparative and early religion, psychology, and sociology of 
distinctive value to the library. 
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A Paar or * PARADISE Lost 


ESTEEMED AS ONE OF THE Most PERFECTLY-PRINTED Books OF MODERN TIMEs. 
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HOGG COLLECTION.—Robert Hogg in 1941 bequeathed his library of Scottish 
literature and English poetry. This added considerable new material to these sections, 
in about 1000 volumes. 


EARP COLLECTION.—Mr. E. A. Earp, for many years senior apiarist of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, presented in 1939 about 400 volumes on bee culture as a memorial 
to his wife. 


In addition, two endowments bring in a small income. Sir George Shirtcliff’s fund 
is for the development of the English literature classes, and Sir Harold Beauchamp’s fund 
for the extension of the Katherine Mansfield Collection. 


Friends of the Turnbull Library.—This organization was formed in 1939 for the 
-general purpose of publishing a journal, The Turnbull Library Record, and for aiding in 
acquisition and dissemination of information on behalf of the library. 


Publications.—The library issues an annual report, a series of bulletins on various 
subjects, a series of Bibliographical Lists of books, &c., and a few small miscellaneous items, 
mostly in duplicated form. 


LIBRARY HOURS 
Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. 
Saturday, 9 a.m. to Noon. 
(For Readers only, Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday, 7 to 9.30 p.m.) 
Sunday, 2 to 4 p.m. (for Visitors only). 


Reference services of the Library are free for visitors 
and privileged readers altke. 


E. V. Pau, Government Printer, Wellington. 
[8688—49 
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EH. V. PAUL, GOVERNMENT PRINTER 
WELLINGTON, N.Z. 
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